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15. (Amended) An instrument adapted to fix a portion of a beating part by applying a negative 
pressure thereto, said instrument comprising: 

a member adapted to contact the portion of the beating heart, said member having at least one 
suction port adapted to deliveythe negative pressure to the portion of the beating heart, at least one 
suction line for connecting said at least one suction port to a source of negative pressure, and a suction 
aperture interconnecting each' said at least one suction port with said at least one suction line, wherein 
each said suction aperture has a cross-sectional area substantially smaller than a cross-sectional area of 
said suction port with which/it connects. 


